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Narrative Techniques

Story’s Title

Catchy title that relates to what the story is
about.

Main Characters

Who is the story mostly about? What are some of
their character traits?

Other
Characters

Introduce other people in the story that play a
role in the life of the main character(s). How do
their character traits affect the main character?

Setting

Describe the setting, remember to use sensory
details to help the reader feel and see what the
characters are experiencing.

Problem

What are the obstacles and challenges the main
characters have to overcome.

Rising Actions

Introduction of the problem, this should be
gradual build-up to the climax. Minor problems
or setbacks for the main character followed by
some small resolutions. Struggles and road blocks
the main character faces while trying to
accomplish a goal. Create turns and twists
leading to a climax.

Climax

The turning point of the story. This is where the
most action is, and should be fast paced,
exciting, and suspenseful to read.

Falling Actions

Tension, suspense, and drama begin to ease.
Things start to fall into place. How things unfold
after the climax. Characters work together to
resolve conflicts, and outcomes are revealed.

Resolution

There is a final outcome, all loose ends are tied
up. Endings should leave the reader feeling
satisfied, even if the ending is not a happy
ending. All questions should be answered.

Just because you are writing an essay, doesn’t
mean you can forget how to write a paragraph!
Each paragraph should consist of a single topic, or
a single main idea. When you move onto another
thought, move to another paragraph!

Complete sentences are very important!

Writing Narratives

Sensory Details, Vivid Verbs, & Awesome Adjectives
Describe Nouns

Describe what the character senses!

Sensory Details

Point of View

Paint a picture by:

Who is Telling
the Story?

First Person: The story is told by a character in the story. (I, Me, My, We)

• Using the five senses to create imagery.

Third Person Limited: The story is told by a narrator outside the story, that has

• Using a thesaurus to add interest with vivid verbs.

insight into how 1 character thinks and feels. (He, Him, She, Her, Them, They)

• Using adjectives to add interest and make sure the

Third Person Omniscient: The story is told by a narrator outside the story, that has

reader knows what you’re are describing.

insight into how all the characters think and feel. (He, Him, She, Her, Them, They)

Examples of Vivid Verbs (Strong Verbs)
Verbs are words that show action or state of being.
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Narrative Techniques

Character Traits, Dialogue, Figurative Language, Better Words

Dialogue

3 ways to Use Dialogue

At the Beginning

“The car is red,” he said.

At the End

He said, “The car is red.”

On Both Sides

“The car,” he said, “is red.”

